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Research on the Inference Model of Seeking the Cause of Disease from Syndrome differentiation
Jia Chunhua
( Preclinical Medicine School, Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100029, China)
Abstract Objective: To research the inference model of seeking the cause of disease from syndrome differentiation from the perspective
of cognitive science. Methods: Firstly, reviewed analogic reasoning, abduction and inference by best explanation in the context of cog-
nitive science, reviewed the thinking transformation in the process of syndrome differentiation, which is the core theory of TCM. Second-
ly, analyzed the logical structure of the cognitive process of seeking the cause of disease from syndrome differentiation, then made com-
parisons between the Qu Lei Bi Xiang and analogy or metaphor, between Si Wai Chuai Nei and abduction, between seeking the cause of
diseases from syndrome differentiation and inference by best explanation. Results; There are similarities or compatibilities between the
cognitive structure of seeking the cause of diseases from syndrome differentiation and analogic/ metaphorical reasoning, abduction and in-
ference by best explanation. Conclusion: The process of seeking the cause of diseases from syndrome differentiation contains analogic or
metaphorical reasoning, abduction from methodology of TCM’s understanding of diseases, as well as best explanation, which reveal the
inference structure of syndrome differentiation.
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