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A Metaphor Cognition System of TCM Concepts Taking Metal as Source Domain
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Abstract

The traditional TCM theory relies on people’s living experience. This paper takes “metal of nature” as an example, to clarify

how the ancients explained the relatively hazy concepts of lung system in TCM with the metaphorical mapping by taking the familiar

knowledge of metal as source domain. In other words it is to understand the cognitive language of TCM by knowing how the ancients de-

velop TCM theory in the process of exploring the using of analogical reasoning.
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