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A Metaphor Cognition System of Traditional Chinese Medicine Concepts Taking Wood as a Source Domain

Zhuang Xiangjing,Jia Chunhua
( Preclinical Medicine School, Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract Traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) theory is an experience-dependent theory. It interprets concepts by making analogy in
metaphorical terms, that is, it explains new concepts with the knowledge people have already knew. This paper discussed how the
ancients created the metaphors of wood by its natural attributes, drew analogies to introduce wood-shaped persons and the TCM concepts
of physiology, functions, pathology, diagnosis and treatment by a metaphor cognition system taking wood as a source domain.
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