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Abstract Objective: To explore research hotspots of efficacy evaluation in traditional Chinese medicine (TCM ) in recent years
through bi-clustering bibliometric analysis. Methods: “ Efficacy evaluation” and “traditional Chinese medicine” were used as sub-
ject words to search CNKI database for literatures published from the beginning of the database to December 31st,2018. Then key
words were extracted by Bibliography Item Co-occurrence Mining System. Bi-clustering analysis was carried out by gCLUTO soft-
ware. Results: A total of 2513 literatures on efficacy evaluation in TCM were found in CNKI database ,and the earliest one was pub-
lished in 1986. Since 2002, the number of published literatures showed an exponential increase. A total of 1789 literatures were
published in the past 10 years(2009—2018 ) ,accounting for 71. 2% of all the literatures in this field. Results of clustering analysis
showed that the research hotspots mainly focused on methodology of TCM efficacy evaluation, selection of evaluation indicators, as
well as its application in specific disease fields. Among them,the methodology of TCM efficacy evaluation and the selection of eval-
uation indicators were the core hotspots. Conclusion: The number of literatures on evaluation of efficacy in TCM has increased ex-
ponentially in recent years. With the in-depth study on the methodology of evaluating the efficacy in TCM, efficacy evaluation stand-
ard system suitable for TCM development will be put forward to promote comprehensive development of TCM.
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