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Analysis of the Patents of Traditional Chinese Medicine Inventions Related
to Non-small Cell Lung Cancer at Home and Abroad
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Abstract Objective:To understand the status quo of the traditional Chinese medicine patents by analyzing the patent application
data of non-small cell lung cancer( NSCLC) at home and abroad. Methods : In order to get the patent application documents for tra-
ditional Chinese medicine of NSCLC, and analyze the overall situation and technical content, this study used keywords and IPC
classification to search in the Chinese Patent Digest database and Derwent World Patent Index Database. Results : There were 47 o-
verseas and 164 domestic invention patents of Chinese medicine enrolled in this study. The number of domestic patent applications
has increased year by year. Most of these applications were from Shandong, Jiangsu, Beijing, and other provinces and cities. The
main types of domestic applicants were colleges, universities, and enterprises. Chinese medicine was the majority in the technical
field. The principal contents of inventions were Chinese pharmaceutical compositions, Chinese herb extracts and preparation meth-
ods. Overseas patent applications were still at the fragmented states and most of these applications were from South Korea, the Unit-
ed States, and Japan. Enterprises were the main kinds of overseas applicants. Half of these patents were the joint projects from mul-
tiple applications. The field of technology involved traditional Chinese medicine, foodstuffs, cosmetics, etc. Chinese herb extracts
were the main types of overseas patents. Conclusion: The quality of Chinese medicine about NSCLC in China is quite low. There-
fore, it is necessary to cultivate the staff of intellectual property, improve the quality of patents, enhance the awareness of the lay-
out of patents for innovative entities, expand the fields of research and development, facilitate the cooperation, and foster the supe-
rior innovating entities.
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